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Interpretation
Bilirubin is one of the most commonly used tests to assess liver function. Approximately 85% of the total bilirubin produced is derived from  
hemoglobin, while the remaining 15% is produced from RBC precursors destroyed in the bone marrow and from the catabolism of other heme-
containing proteins. After production in peripheral tissues, bilirubin is rapidly taken up by hepatocytes where it is conjugated and then 
excreted in the bile.  A number of inherited and acquired diseases affect one or more of the steps involved in the production, uptake, storage, 
metabolism, and excretion of bilirubin. In hepatobiliary diseases of various causes, bilirubin uptake, storage, and excretion are impaired to 
varying degrees. 

The most commonly occurring form of unconjugated hyperbilirubinemia is that seen in newborns and referred to as physiological jaundice. 
Indirect bilirubin is a calculated parameter its range has not been defined for neonatal period (0-14 days). 
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