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Diagnosis of recent/past hepatitis B infections. determination of occult hepatitis B infection in otherwise healthy hepatitis B virus carrier with 
negative other markers ( HBs Ag, anti HBs Ab,anti HBc Igm, HBe Ag and anti HBe Ab) 
 
Note: 
*   HBc antibodies appear shortly after onset of symptoms of hepatitis B infection and soon after appearance of HBsAg.  Initially  consists most 
entirely of IgM followed by appearance of IgG. 
*  Tests for  Anti HBc total antibodies and HBc IgM antibodies may be the only markers for recent hepatitis B infection, detectable    in the 'window 
period' 
*  Anti HBc total antibodies may be the only serological marker remaining years after exposure to Hepatitis B. 
*  Neonates (upto one month) with positive total HBc antibodies should be tested for anti HBc IgM to rule out possible maternal  anti HBc 
antibodies causing false positive results. Test should be repeated one month later. 
* Results should be correlated with clinical picture, presence of other, increased liver enzymes and history of risk factors.
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