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Giardia Lambila Antigen Detection, StooGiardia Lambila Antigen Detection, StooGiardia Lambila Antigen Detection, StooGiardia Lambila Antigen Detection, Stoo
G. lamblia is a flagellar parasite within the order Retortomonadida. It is endemic throughout the world, with the highest prevalence occurring in the tropics 
and subtropics, especially where sanitation is poor. Giardiasis, an intestinal disease caused by G. lamblia occurs in persons drinking water contaminated 
with Giardia cysts. It has been commonly reported in travelers, children in day-care centers and homosexual males and is one of the most frequently 
identified pathogen in all waterborne outbreaks. Symptomatology differs from person to person. The acute stage which lasts 3 or 4 days usually begins with 
a feeling of intestinal uneasiness, followed by nausea and anorexia. Subsequent symptoms may include explosive, watery, foul-smelling diarrhea marked 
abdominal gurgling and distention. A long-standing subacute or chronic infection may develop, resulting in persistent or recurrent mild to moderate diarrhoea, 
lassitude, headache, myalgia may occur with continued weight loss, anorexia and mal-absorption. Chronic infection in children may present as failure to 
thrive. 
 
Significance: The current test is a rapid test for the qualitative detection of Giardia lamblia in stool samples. Test Limitations: The test is supportive and is 
not to be used for definitive diagnosis. A negative result may occur if the quantity of antigen present in the specimen is below the detection limit of the 
assay. Also, acute diarrhea from Giardiasis must be differentiated from that caused by viruses, bacteria, and other protozoa. Hence all results must be 
correlated with clinical history and other laboratory findings. 
 
Comment: The assay is a rapid test for the qualitative detection of Giardia lamblia antigen in stool samples. A negative result may occur if the quantity of 
antigen present in the specimen is below the detection limit of the assay. Hence all results should be interpreted in conjunction with clinical findings and 
patient history. Also, acute diarrhea due to Giardiasis must be differentiated from that caused by viruses, bacteria, and other protozoa. 
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